Mrs. Reif’s
GL
2017-2018
The Basics

The Course-

· The 2017-2018 school year will be the first year of preparation for the new NYS Common Core Global History Regents Exam.  While history obviously has not changed, gone are the days of teacher lecture and note-taking.  The new way puts more emphasis on historical inquiry and the use of primary sources to learn historical facts while building important social studies skills.  As of August 2017, the Global History Regents that is given at the end of your student’s 10th grade year will cover material from only the 10th grade curriculum while the skills will come from both the 9th and 10th grades.  

Class Materials-

· All Global 9 students are given the option to take a textbook to use for the year.  An online version is also available on my website.  To keep these books in good condition, all textbooks MUST be covered at ALL times!  Lost, stolen and/or damaged books will result in a fine at the end of the school year.

· I recommend that each student get a heavy-duty folder or binder to hold notes and handouts.  Global History is a two year course with a NYS Regents exam given at the end of the student’s tenth grade year.  I encourage that all students keep their materials from their ninth grade year to use to study for the Regents.
Attendance-

· Your student will have 3 days for every one day absent to make up any work that was missed.  This includes any tests, quizzes, homework and participation grades.  The homework that was due on the day he/she was absent will be due on the first day he/she returns to school.  
Grading Policies


Each assignment will be given a point value by the teacher depending on the size and difficulty of the task.  For example, a guided reading may be worth 20 points while a unit exam may be worth 100 points.  Points will be deducted for incorrect information, lateness, etc. from the starting value of the assignment.


Exams-

· Tests are given at the end of each unit of study.  They will usually consist of multiple choice, matching, true-false questions, document-based scaffolding questions and a short written question.

Projects-
· Projects may be given periodically.  The students may be asked to complete these projects individually or in groups, both in class and/or outside of class, depending on the project.  
· While projects can be both fun and informative, projects seem to be the type of assignment that gives the students the most issues.  This is because they seem to procrastinate or assume that another student in their group will complete it.  Please keep in mind that group projects are the responsibility of ALL members of the group meaning that the entire group will be held accountable for late and/or missing work.
Homework- 

· Homework will be checked on the day it is due for completion and/or accuracy.  Late homework policy is as follows:

· On time- 100% point value

· One day late- 50% point value

· More than one day late- ZERO
"Flipped Classroom"-

· This year, part of my classroom will be "flipped."  The idea of a flipped classroom is that videos via the web will introduce new subject matter and reinforcement will occur in the classroom in the form of activities, projects, skill work, etc.  This means that students' "homework" will be to watch videos at home using the internet.  Students will be given advanced notice so that accessing the web will not be an issue.  In having done this in previous years, I have found that some students may choose to not watch the video, only watch parts or even mute the sounds while they copy the notes.  To ensure this doesn’t happen, assignments will be given that coincide with the videos.  Additionally, there may be unannounced quizzes on the information in the videos.   Activities the following class period will ensure that the student has in fact done the homework of watching the videos.
Keeping Up-To-Date
Begin by checking out the class website www.reifshistoryclasses.weebly.com.  There is a wealth of information there including enrichment materials for each unit, assignments from class and the programs I will be using below.

In an effort to keep everyone connected, I will be using a number of different programs to post important information.  Below is the codes, links, etc to those programs.
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Remind
By downloading this program to your smartphone or by going to www.remind.com, it will allow me to send mass emails and texts regarding important information such as due dates, test dates, etc.  In order to receive these emails/texts you need to subscribe below.
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Some assignments throughout the year will be video-based.  Lectures are recorded by me and then viewed by the student via YouTube.  (*See Flipped Classroom below for more details.)  The easiest way to access these videos is to subscribe to my YouTube Channel.  These videos will be posted to my website as well.

TIPS FOR A SUCCESSFUL FRESHMAN YEAR

· Stay organized. Keep a notebook/folder for each of your classes.  Make sure that all papers from that class and ONLY that class go into the folder.
· Use your locker. Figure out a time in your schedule to make it to your locker.  Gather the books that you’ll need for the first part of the day in the morning then exchange them for the rest of your class materials later in the day.  If you don’t have time between classes to make it to your locker, go during lunch or arrange with a teacher to be a minute or two late (if necessary) to class.  Trying to carry all of your books with you all day will only lead to disorganization and a bad back!
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Get information for Homer Central Schools right on your phone—not on handouts.
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· Use your agendas. Write down your assignments in your agendas every time you get a new one.  Writing them on the day that they are due is the best way to keep track.  This allows you to check your agendas at the end of each day to see what you will need to complete for homework.
· Budget your time. You probably won’t have a study hall as a freshman which means that your homework for each class is actually that—HOMEwork.  If you know well in advance when an assignment is due, get it done right away because short-term assignments may pop up in other classes and take up your time.  Use any time given to you in class to get as much of your homework done as possible.  Don’t forget that there is always before and afterschool available to you for extra help.
· Don’t overextend yourself.  High school means lots of new clubs, sports and activities.  While getting involved is a great thing to do, joining too much all at once can have negative consequences.  Every activity you join is a commitment and people are counting on you.  If you can no longer participate because your grades have dropped, this hurts not only you but the other activity members.
“Those who do not study history are condemned to repeat it.”
