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Early Japanese Society

DIRECTIONS: Use the video lecture (https://goo.gl/bnJQGn)  to complete the notes and questions that follow.

Early Japanese Society
Chinese Influences and Japanese Feudalism
Geography

· Archipelago- 














· Made up of 4000+ islands

· Four large islands-

· 12% is arable

· Typhoons

· Earthquakes

· Tidal waves

Effects of Geography
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How does topography affect population density?

Shintoism

· Earliest Japanese religion

· Means “ way of the gods”

· Kami- 














· Trees, rocks, waterfalls could contain kami

Buddhism comes to Japan

· Mid-700s-accepted by imperial court

· 8th/9th c.-spread throughout Japanese society

Influence of China

· Missionaries from Korea introduced the following:

Selective Borrowing

· Selective Borrowing

· Did not use:

	From China
	Why?

	
	

	
	

	
	


The Heian Period

· 794-1185

· Capital moved to Heian (modern day Kyoto)

· Noble families moved too

· Focused on rituals and art

· Rules dictated everyday life

Development of Feudalism

· A.D. 800s -  













· Figurehead- 










· Great Court families had the real power

· AD 1100s- Samurai battle for control

· AD 1192 – 













· Feudalism in Japan emerges

Feudalism: 
The Social Pyramid

· [image: image3.emf]Feudalism

· Shoguns: 

· Ruled in name of Emperor

· Daimyo:

· Samurai (to serve):

Samurai

· Bushido- 













· Loyal, brave, and honorable

· Seppuku.- 












 

Other Classes and Groups

· Peasants and Artisans: 

· Protected by samurai in return

· Merchants:

· Lowest social class

· Women:

·        Land passed to sons only
USE WHAT YOU LEARNED

YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE CREDIT FOR THE ASSIGNMENT IF THESE QUESTIONS ARE NOT ANSWERED!

Using the information from the video, thoroughly answer the following questions:

How did geography impact Japan?

Describe the social hierarchy (set of the social classes) and how they impacted one another. 
