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Hinduism: Wall Street Journal
DIRECTIONS: Use the article to complete the questions in complete sentences.


“Pitiful Fate: For the Lowest Caste, Clearing India’s Toilets Remains Life’s Work” 6/20/05
1. What does Nisha Tak do each morning before going to school? 





















2. What does Nisha’s grandmother think about Nisha going to school? 





















3. What is “untouchability”? 


























4. Who are the “lowliest of the low” in India’s caste system? What do they do and how do they live? 
















5. What was Mohandas Gandhi’s attitude toward untouchables? 





















Pigs in Pools

6. What has changed in India’s government among the senior ministers? 




















7. How do the scavengers (lowest untouchables) make their living? 
A. modern way- 












B. traditional way- 












8. Why is government work preferred by the scavengers? 






















9. What do scavengers earn each month for cleaning upper castes toilets/outhouses? 


















Don’t Touch the Children

10. How do untouchables enter homes to clean the toilets? 






















11. How did Mukeish Tak’s life change/not change after he went to college? 




















12. How is intercaste marriage (marriages between different castes) viewed? 




















Children of God

13. What did Gandhi call the untouchables? 
























Toilet Training

14. What was Dr. Bindeshwar Pathak’s solution to the problem of scavengers? 



















15. What does Mr. Behari, a Gandhi admirer form Jaipur mean when he says:
“It’s just amazing how we’re still in the same social trap we’ve been in for thousands of years. Nothing will change until people stop believing in reincarnation and start believing in themselves.”
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